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The above-mentioned organisations of the Meeting of European Support Groups for Indige-
nous Peoples in North America express their clear position AGAINST the Free Trade 
Agreements TTIP and CETA:  
 
Apart from the fact that TTIP and CETA are highly questionable from its point of view of democratic 
politics and would level out virtually all environmental, social and consumer protection in Europe 
and North America, it would – in particular – seriously affect the rights of Indigenous peoples. 

 
1. CETA and TTIP violate the rights of Indigenous Peoples of North America set out in the 

„UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples“ (UNDRIP) 
  
All EU-member states unanimously voted in favour of the UNDRIP – adopted by the UN-
General Assembly on 13 September, 2007. The implementation of the UNDRIP was reaffirmed 
in the "EU Strategic Framework and Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy“ (no. 
11855/12) dated 25 June, 2012. 

 
However, on the outset both the US and Canada refused to recognise the „UN-Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples“, and until today have to a large extent desisted from its im-
plementation on national level.  
 
Canada, in particular, has repeatedly been reprimanded by UN-bodies for its indigenous policies 
and its continuous violations of indigenous rights in its country. 
 
Despite the explicit approval and recognition of the UNDRIP by the majority of UN member 
states, the EU-member states tolerate the violation of the rights of Indigenous peoples it en-
shrines, for the purpose of getting easier access to natural resources, in particular for energy 
production. 
 
The Free Trade Agreement with the US and Canada serve both the EU, the government of 
Canada and the US as well as the corporations as mere smokescreens for legitimising their 
procedures to drastically undermine environmental standards, let alone violating the recognised 
rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
 
CETA and TTIP mention in their respective contractual texts none of the rights as stipulated in 
the UNDRIP, particularly the right of Indigenous Peoples to self-determination, their claims to 
sovereignty, property rights and control of their traditional lands, territories and resources.  
 
Equally, the corresponding right to free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) of the Indigenous 
Peoples concerned is violated in view of any developments on their territories.    

 
Hence, the international Free Trade Agreements not only ignore the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples of North America on a domestic level, but also erode these rights on an international 
level. 
 

2. CETA and TTIP violate EU human rights standards  
 
With the resolution of April 18th, 2012 on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World and 
the European Union's policy on the matter the EU-Parliament has adopted inter alia the re-
quirement that all EU agencies have to put human rights into the centre of relationship with all 
non-EU countries. Accordingly, trade agreements with other countries should include an explicit 
and binding human rights clause (paragraph 59 of the resolution), thus also with Canada. In 
addition, appropriate sanctions should be defined. 
 
CETA does not include such a clause, because the EU-Parliament obviously trusted in the high 
human rights standards in Canada. Numerous objections of various human rights bodies in the 
UN proof the opposite. Therefore CETA is in violation of the provisions of the EU-Parliament’s 
resolution 

 

http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11855-2012-INIT/en/pdf


  

The study Indigenous Peoples, Extractive Industries and Human Rights, commissioned by the 
EU-Parliament's Subcommittee on Human Rights (published September 18th, 2014), recom-
mends that the EU-Parliament has to honour its obligations regarding the protection and promo-
tion of the rights of Indigenous Peoples, as defined in the UNDRIP. The final passing and 
adoption of UNDRIP by the UN General Assembly was acclaimed by the EU as „a landmark 
achievement“ and the promotion and implementation was laid down again in the “EU Strategic 
Framework and Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy” of June 25th, 2012 (11855/12). 
 
These rights have so far hardly been respected by Canada (s. item 1, above).  
 
In this context, we specifically want to refer to chapter 3 of the study (The international Recogni-
tion of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples). Here, reference is made to the fact that Canada fre-
quently disregards the recommendations of the Human Rights Commission (HRC) and the 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD).  

 
3. The Free Trade Agreements violate collective rights to land and self-determination  

 
The Supreme Court of Canada in its famous Delgamuukw-decision of 1997 explicitly recognised 
the original land and property rights of the First Nations, the so-called „Aboriginal Title“. This 
“Aboriginal Title” includes rights and claims over those territories that First Nations never ceded 
and therefore are still the owners of.  
 
In 2014, a further decision by the Supreme Court of Canada reaffirmed the Aboriginal Title in the 
case Tsilhqot'in vs. British Columbia; thus, the collective ownership of Tsilhqot'in First Nation on 
their land was confirmed. 
 
In particular, during the government of the Conservative Party under Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper numerous environmental laws were diluted or simply abolished. Therefore, there is a 
profound contradiction between the collective land rights recognised by the Constitution and the 
rulings by the Supreme Court on the one hand, and the present-day Canadian policy of preda-
tory exploitation of resources on the other. The Harper government negotiated exclusively with 
corporations without consulting the Indigenous Peoples concerned or obtaining their prior con-
sent.  
 
International Free Trade Agreements, such as CETA und TTIP, in particular through their in-
vestment protection provisions, create international obligations overriding Canadian, respec-
tively US law. Hence, the existing and recognised rights of Indigenous Peoples are not only 
limited on a national level, but European companies through their ways of conducting business 
also obtain unrestricted opportunities to undermine the collective and individual rights of Indige-
nous Peoples. 
  

In relation to Canada, the easy access to natural resources and the production of energy is the 
primary objective of the EU. By means of CETA, for example Canadian as well as European tar 
sand companies could exploit the oil deposits of Canada, without being bound by environmental 
legal constraints or by having to honour recognised property rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
 

Tar sand extraction combined with utilizing cancerogenic chemicals leads to a permanent de-
struction of the natural resources of enormously vast areas and threatens the existence of In-
digenous Peoples. The surface and ground waters are highly polluted, the drinking water is 
contaminated. In addition, in the areas of concerned indigenous communities, cancer rates were 
found to be 30% higher than in comparable regions.  
 

Tar sand extraction in the meantime accounts for one of the biggest causes of climate change 
resulting from the release of greenhouse gases, and Indigenous Peoples are in particular 
among its first victims.  
 

In view of the above, CETA and TTIP are to be rejected. 
 

Background information (German):  
https://arbeitskreisindianer.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/ceta-ttip-indigene.pdf 
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